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Onsite Owned

 This site did export some energy to the grid, but it pulled 
more than it exported and is sized small enough that 
overproduction won’t occur, thus additional columns do 
not need to be included. 
 It is important to designate if RECs are owned as that 

impacts the CO2e calculations for B3 and ESPM.
 The PV Used Onsite is the system production meter.
 Some organizations pay 3rd party solar vendors via a 

separate bill so a charge may be associated with onsite 
renewables. (Example of paying $0.10/kWh)
 For the utility meter, the reading’s consumption would be 

the net delivered/billed amount. As with standard utility 
meters, the meter/premise total would be entered for the 
total charge. 
 In this example, the building used a total of 8485 kWh.
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Onsite Exported

 This site did pull some energy from the grid, 
but it sent back more than it used so need to 
include the Renewables columns.
 The PV used onsite is calculated by subtracting 

the net exported offsite from total system 
production
 Some organizations own their renewables, thus 

the PV charge may be zero. 
 For the utility meter, the reading’s consumption 

would be zero. There are still utility charges for 
being connected to the grid and sometimes 
demand charges so the meter total ($35.67) 
would be entered for the total charge. 
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Onsite RECs Sold – e.g. Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)

 Often the onsite solar array is not large enough to service the building 
all of the time so a standard electric meter may be needed in B3 as 
well. 
 The utility may not reference the renewable energy thus the two 

meters in B3 are independent of each other. 

 These are setup and entered very similar to standard 
electric meters with the reading periods, consumption 
and total charge pulled from the solar vendors bills. 
 The additional renewable columns are no needed
 Ensure the REC Ownership is correctly assigned
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Community Solar Subscription

 This site has two subscriptions thus there would be two of the 
same meter setups. 
 By designating the generation as offsite, the Subscription 

Charge columns are included.
 The subscriptions run calendar months thus will not align with 

reading periods. Depending on utility reading period, may see 
more than one month (or none) of subscription credits. 
 The subscription consumption and credit are pulled from the 

utility bill. The PV Vendor Charge will come from the PV bill. 
(Example of paying $0.10/kWh)
 For the utility meter, the reading’s consumption would be 

entered like a standard utility meter and the Total would be 
entered (not the Premises Total since the credits are being 
accounted for in these solar meters). 
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Community Solar Subscription

 An additional step with Community Solar meters is to assign them as a submeter 
to the utility meter. This ensures the application accurately represents the 
amount of grid electricity that is being offset by the renewable subscription(s). 
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Renewable Utility Programs

 Many utilities have programs allowing buildings to allocate all or some of their energy come from 
renewable sources – e.g. solar, wind, a mix.
 When 100% of that energy source is provided from renewables, only 1 renewable meter is 

needed in B3. If you don’t see your utility in the renewable utility dropdown, please contact B3 
Support and we will get it added. 

 When a portion of a energy source is provided from renewables, 2 meters will be needed in 
B3: 1 standard electric meter and 1 renewable meter. The allocation of the consumption 
between the two meters will need to be calculated if not detailed on the bill. 

 In both cases, the generation for the 
renewable meter would be ‘Offsite’. 
For these programs, utilities may 
keep the RECs to count towards their 
goals so ensure that the RECs are 
correctly assigned depending on the 
utility program. Example of some of 
Xcel Energy’s programs… 
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Visualizations

 The various types of PV 
renewables are designated 
with varying shades of orange 
as well as noted in the legend.

 Renewable Production can be 
viewed along side consumption.

 When viewing “(Electric Total)”, 
an additional option is added to 
display Net Energy Use
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Questions?
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